North Rigton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at St John’s Church, North Rigton
5th November 2025 
Present:- Councillors Mary Hopkins (Chairman) Barbara Massey (Vice Chairman), John Ellacott, and Tim Bennett. 
Also present – Mike Richards (Clerk) 
Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Lisa Edwards and Richard Farrar.

Open meeting
The Parish Council meeting was preceded by an Open Meeting, requested by a resident, to discuss the ongoing unsatisfactory position at the so called “Rigton Crossing” (the junction of the A658/Hall Green Lane/Dunkeswick Lane) with regard to the number of Road Traffic Collisions (RTCs) There were 22 residents and members of the public present as well as Mr Jon Hunter, Traffic Management Officer, for North Yorkshire Police.

The Chairman introduced the session by setting out the recent history of the junction and the action the PC have taken over many years regarding the junction accidents, with the mitigation measures suggested and those that have been taken. These actions are recorded in the PC minutes which are published on our web site, and summary notes appear in the Village News. We have constantly lobbied NYCC/HBC/NYC about the danger and incidents at the crossroads. More recently our County Councillor, Nathan Hull, has been in touch with our MP Julian Smith to attempt to get him involved in reducing the speed limit on the A658, but there has been no progress on that to-date.
However, the following actions to improve matters have been taken:
  
- Installation of streetlights at bottom of Hall Green Lane /top of Dunkeswick Lane on 
              A658 – this was when the railway crossing became automatic and the majority of 
              accidents were at night and the visibility of the junction at night from the A658 was 
              deemed dangerous.
More recent actions:

- Installation of large give-way signs on yellow backing boards on the approach from 
              Dunkeswick Lane.
            - Coloured high friction surfacing on Hall Green Lane and Dunkeswick Lane  
              approaches to A658.
            - Cutting back of obstructive trees and hedges to improve sight lines.
Under consideration:
            - Installation of flashing warning signs on Hall Green Lane and Dunkeswick Lane.
Suggested mitigation measures – refused
 
- Installation of 40mph zones on A658 approaches to junction.

- Erection of "STOP" signs on Hall Green Lane and Dunkeswick Lane.

- Erection of "Dangerous Junction" / "Accident Black Spot" signs on A658.

The PC has made approaches to NYC Chief Executive and Director of Environment (which includes Highways) for any mitigating action and have received negative responses. 
A letter is being sent to the Secretary of State for Transport, setting out the complete recent history of this location and requesting positive action including provision of special funding.

Other more radical solutions (as suggested by residents) such as creation of a mini roundabout or installation of traffic lights have been disregarded as unrealistic, contrary to Highway Regulations, or unaffordable. The option of creating an off-set, staggered junction has also been suggested but it would be massively expensive, requiring the purchase of land at the bottom of HGL, and therefore beyond NYC's means. A further option of closing Dunkeswick Lane to all traffic, other than to residents has been suggested, however NYC has no means of monitoring such a closure. Alternatively closing Dunkeswick Lane other than to railway and emergency vehicles could be considered. This option would require the co-operation of the residents on Dunkeswick Lane.

The summary of comments and suggestions from those attending the Open Meeting are set out in the Appendix, attached to these minutes

1. Approval and signing of Minutes; Reports on Matters arising.
Matters arising from the meeting of 2nd July 2025:
a) Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) – Cllr Farrar has trimmed the adjacent willow tree which was  obscuring visibility. Consideration will now be given to the next steps with regard to altering the direction of data capture or moving to an alternative location.
b) “Rigton Crossing” – see notes of separate discussion.
             Minutes of the 3rd September meeting were proposed as a correct record by Cllr Bennett
             and seconded by Cllr Massey.  The Chairman then signed the minutes as a true record. 
      2.    Requests for order variations and Declaration of Interest – None.
       3.    Administration
               a) Village Garden – ownership. Due to Cllr Hull’s absence, this matter was deferred until the 
             January meeting.
               b) Waste bins – response awaited from NYC regarding an alternative bin for the Village 
             Garden and collection/emptying of the dog waste bin on Brackenwell Lane. The clerk will 
             pursue.
             c) New Assertion 10 - creation of .gov.uk email addresses. The clerk suggested 
             xxx@northrigtonpc as a suitable name and councillors agreed. The clerk will progress.                    
      4.   Finance. 
             a)  Approval of expenditure.     

	PAYMENTS

				
	Since

	03/09/2025

			
	M Richards Sept Sal

				£232.86


	M Richards Oct Sal

				£232.86


	HMRC - PAYE

				£137.90


	HMRC - PAYE

				£137.90


	ROSPA Inspection

				£81.60


	S Bush - grasscut Sept

				£450.44


	S Bush - grasscut Oct

				£450.44


	Business Stream - water

				£19.20


	M Richards - print paper

				£9.80


	Royal British Legion - poppies

				£60.00


	Almond Garden Services

				£439.00


					£2,252.00



	
The clerk then explained that, due to a change in banking arrangements, it was no longer possible to produce printed copies of individual bank payments as previously when Councillors were able to approve payments with 2 councillors signing the authorisation sheets to which the individual bank payment sheets were attached. He suggested that to keep the previous authorisation system he would need to print off  monthly bank statements to show every individual transaction, attaching one to every authorisation sheet. Councillors considered this to be unwieldy and it was resolved that a monthly statement (or statements) would be provided at each meeting, showing all payments to be authorised (retrospectively) and two councillors would sign these statements as authorised. Financial Regulations will be amended to reflect these changes and presented for approval at the January meeting. The above 11 payments were then approved with 2 councillors signing the bank statements. 
b) The clerk confirmed that the Council’s budget was on track with no issues to report. 
c) 2026-2027 Precept and budget. The clerk presented a draft calculation of budget estimates for the next financial year. Councillors had examined the draft budget figures, noting that a contribution from Council funds of £850 was needed and the increase in precept was 3.52%. However, as the current rate of inflation is 3.8%, one councillor thought it more prudent to apply this increase. After discussion, councillors agreed and a revised precept demand of £9875 was agreed.
	
	
	
	


      5.     Planning 
              a) New Applications
              None notified.              

              b) Decisions
              25/02068/FUL - Demolition of existing dwelling, metal sheet Dutch barn and steel portal
              frame agricultural building and erection of replacement dwelling and detached garage.
              Low Moor Farm, Dunkeswick Lane, Weeton.




GRANTED
              Councillors noted the above and had no comments or observations.
              c) Other – Residential caravans, Spring House Farm and Beeston’s Lane. Now formally 
              reported to the Senior Enforcement Officer, requesting firm action.
              d) Unauthorised development off Briscoe Ridge Lane. As above at c)
      6.    Highways, Footpaths and Verges
              a) Traffic speed through village. Request made to the NYC Highways Safety Officer for 
              the implementation of more 20mph speed zones throughout the village. Response awaited.  
              Consideration is also being given to the possibility of the installation of “speed bumps” to 
              enforce the 20mph speed limit throughout the village to cover the 3 locations of children’s 
              play areas, Rigton Hill, Church Hill and Hall Green Lane - school (currently at 20mph)

              b) Grass verge cutting (outside 30mph zones) The clerk confirmed he had arranged with the 
              current contractor for this to be completed as soon as possible (Chairman confirmed now 
              done!)  The clerk also confirmed that the contractor is soon to retire but the company taking
              over would be able to undertake the work on similar terms. For grasscutting within the 30mph 
              zones, the clerk reported that he had arranged with the existing contractor for the work to 
              continue next year at the same daily rate.
      7.  Village Garden, Amenities and Activities.
             a) Employment of a handyman. The clerk had contacted Pannal and Burn Bridge Parish 
             Council who do employ a handyman, to explore possibilities. He understood that the 
             handyman would be prepared to carry out ad hoc work in North Rigton as required, but the 
             clerk recommended that this option be not pursued due to the payment terms required by the 
             handyman. Councillors agreed. The clerk then suggested the possible availability of the local 
             contractor in Follifoot and councillors agreed for this option to be pursued. The clerk will 
             progress.
             b) QR code for receiving donations. Cllr Edwards has now identified the requirements and 
             procedures for setting up such a system. She will forward the details to the clerk who will take 
             the initiative further, firstly contacting the PC’s bank.   
      8.  Items for next meeting
             No suggestions made.
Date of next meeting:
                                     Wednesday 7 January 2026 at 7.30pm at St John’s Church. 

                There being no other business, the meeting finished at 9.20
Signed







Chairman

OPEN SESSION TO DISCUSS “RIGTON CROSSING”






APPENDIX

SUMMARY OF ISSUES RAISED AND COMMENTS

1. Erection of “STOP” signs (rather than “Give Way”) – contrary to NYC protocols and requires high level approval. Little evidence of positive impact anyway (NYP comment)

2. Block Dunkeswick Lane from A658 – NYP response – would require proof to magistrate court that road no longer in use – not feasible.

3. What are the accident statistics, do they not demonstrate the need for action such as reducing the 60mph limit? NYP response- No formal justification for amending speed limit on standard A road classification. Also, no evidence of speed on A658 as a causative factor.

4. This junction has a long history of similar repeated RTCs – firm action must be taken.

5. NYP Officer - NYP are in total agreement that action must be taken, but it is the sole responsibility of NYC – NYP has no executive responsibility. Also agreed Dunkeswick Lane closure best option, but see point 2 above.

6. Make exit from Hall Green Lane and Dunkeswick Lane left turn only – good solution but impossible to enforce.

7. The installation of the automatic level crossing gates has extended the closing time, particularly when trains are passing from both directions. This often causes queuing at the crossing and extending on to the A658, with possible dangerous consequences. British Rail should have been present at this meeting. Agreed, BR will be invited to attend a future meeting.

8. A resident who travelled countrywide before retirement, observed that this was one of the most dangerous junctions he had encountered.

9. Reduce A658 speed limit to 40mph – response as note 3 above. Another resident agreed, pointing out that this reduction had worked on the Nab Bridge approach.

10. A tractor driver commented that the low signs on Dunkeswick Lane could not be seen from the high cabs. Could speed cameras be installed on A658? Response – NYC does not have fixed speed cameras. Also, there is no suitable sight line location for a “Camera Van”.

11.  A658 not wide enough at this point to allow 3 lanes of traffic (when traffic builds up due to level crossing closure)

12. As suggested previously, the creation of an off-set, staggered junction would remove the risk of a potential high-speed collision with vehicles speeding up or down Hall Green or Dunkeswick Lanes, colliding with 60mph traffic on the A658. This however would be extremely expensive (>£1million, reputedly) and would not prevent RTCs due to other driver error.

The Chairman thanked all residents for attending and the meeting closed at 7.50pm with the agreement that another meeting be convened, early in the new year, with all relevant parties NYP, NYC Highways, NYC, British Rail, invited to attend.
